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Professional Licensure Programs 
A professional license is typically regulated by state laws and is required for graduates of these programs 
to practice, to use the professional designation in their title, and/or to gain employment in certain 
occupations. 
 
Depending on the student’s undergraduate program, Franklin University’s Master of Science in 
Accounting can provide the foundational knowledge to prepare graduates to pursue licensure as a 
Certified Public Accountant (CPA). While CPA licensure is not required to work as an accountant, there 
are some accounting duties that can only be completed by an accountant who holds active CPA 
designation. 
 
State Licensure 
Requirements for CPA certification vary by state and may involve more than successful degree 
completion. Graduates who apply for CPA certification may need to satisfy other requirements, such as 
completing an application, passing applicable sections of the Uniform CPA Exam, passing a state-
required ethics exam, and providing evidence of work experience. Educational requirements for CPA 
certification can include specifications for the applicant’s type of academic degree, type of educational 
institution where the academic program was completed, and curriculum content within the academic 
program. States have varying requirements for the number of semester credit hours needed to sit for 
the Uniform CPA Exam, as well as for CPA certification. This may include minimum semester hour 
requirements in specific accounting and/or business content areas such as business law, marketing, 
finance, auditing, taxation, management/cost accounting, not-for-profit accounting, etc. Additional 
coursework beyond accounting and business-related subjects may be required in some states. 
 
Applicants for CPA certification must have earned 150 semester credit hours at the college level. 
Depending on the student’s prior education, completion of Franklin University’s Master of Science in 
Accounting program may meet the educational requirements for certification. As the calculation of 
applicable credit hours is unique to each student, the University cannot determine if completion of the 
Master of Science in Accounting program will provide graduates with the required minimum number of 
semester credit hours to be eligible to apply for CPA certification in a given state. 
 
The lists below pertain only to the educational requirements to obtain CPA certification. Alternative 
pathways to licensure and additional requirements, other than educational, are not considered in these 
lists. 
 
Franklin University makes every effort to ensure the information provided on educational requirements 
for licensure is accurate and up-to-date; however, these requirements are subject to change at any time. 
Students who will be seeking licensure as a CPA are strongly encouraged to visit the associated agency 
website (linked in the lists below) in the state in which they intend to practice to review all requirements 
to obtain licensure. Note: If links are not provided, a website for the regulatory agency in that location is 
currently unavailable.   
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Program Curriculum Meets State Educational Requirements 
None 

 
Program Curriculum Does Not Meet State Educational Requirements 

 None 
 

Program Curriculum Cannot Be Determined to Meet State Requirements 
Alabama (Alabama State Board of Public Accountancy) 
Alaska (Board of Public Accountancy) 
American Samoa 
Arizona (Arizona State Board of Accountancy) 
Arkansas (Arkansas State Board of Public Accountancy) 
California (California Board of Accountancy) 
Colorado (Colorado Board of Accountancy) 
Connecticut (State Board of Accountancy) 
Delaware (Board of Accountancy) 
District of Columbia (Board of Accountancy) 
Federated States of Micronesia 
Florida (Division of Certified Public Accounting) 
Georgia (Georgia State Board of Accountancy) 
Guam (Guam Board of Accountancy) 
Hawaii (Board of Public Accountancy) 
Idaho (Idaho State Board of Accountancy) 
Illinois (Illinois Board of Examiners) 
Indiana (Indiana Board of Accountancy) 
Iowa (Iowa Professional Licensing Bureau) 
Kansas (Kansas Board of Accountancy) 
Kentucky (Kentucky Board of Accountancy) 
Louisiana (State Board of Certified Public Accountants of Louisiana) 
Maine (Board of Accountancy) 
Marshall Islands 
Maryland (Maryland Board of Public Accountancy) 
Massachusetts (Board of Public Accountancy) 
Michigan (Licensing and Regulatory Affairs) 
Minnesota (Minnesota Board of Accountancy) 
Mississippi (Mississippi State Board of Public Accountancy) 
Missouri (Board of Accountancy) 
Montana (Board of Public Accountants) 
Nebraska (Nebraska Board of Public Accountancy) 
Nevada (Nevada State Board of Accountancy) 
New Hampshire (Board of Accountancy) 
New Jersey (New Jersey State Board of Accountancy) 
New Mexico (Accountancy Board) 
New York (Office of the Professions) 

https://www.asbpa.alabama.gov/
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardofPublicAccountancy.aspx
https://www.azaccountancy.gov/
https://asbpa.arkansas.gov/
https://www.dca.ca.gov/cba/
https://dpo.colorado.gov/Accountancy
https://portal.ct.gov/DCP/Occupational-and-Professional-Division/Occupational-Boards/State-Board-of-Accountancy
https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/accountancy/
https://dlcp.dc.gov/
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/DBPR/certified-public-accounting/
https://gsba.georgia.gov/
http://www.guamboa.org/
http://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/boards/accountancy/
https://isba.idaho.gov/
https://www.ilboe.org/
https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/accountancy-home/
https://plb.iowa.gov/
http://www.ksboa.org/
https://cpa.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpaboard.state.la.us/
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/accountants/index.html
http://www.dllr.state.md.us/license/cpa/
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-public-accountancy
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_72600_72602_72731_72855---,00.html
http://www.boa.state.mn.us/
https://www.msbpa.ms.gov/Pages/Home.aspx
https://pr.mo.gov/accountancy.asp
http://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/pac
https://nbpa.nebraska.gov/
http://www.nvaccountancy.com/
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/accountancy/
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/acc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/boards/Accountancy_Requirements_and_Continuing_Education.aspx
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/cpa/
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Program Curriculum Cannot Be Determined to Meet State Requirements 
North Carolina (State Board of Certified Public Accountant Examiners) 
North Dakota (Board of Accountancy) 
Northern Mariana Islands 
Ohio (Accountancy Board of Ohio) 
Oklahoma (Oklahoma Accountancy Board) 
Oregon (Board of Accountancy) 
Pennsylvania (State Board of Accountancy) 
Puerto Rico (Examining Boards) 
Republic of Palau 
Rhode Island (Board of Accountancy) 
South Carolina (South Carolina Board of Accountancy) 
South Dakota (South Dakota Board of Accountancy) 
Tennessee (Tennessee State Board of Accountancy) 
Texas (Texas State Board of Public Accountancy) 
U.S. Virgin Islands (Virgin Islands Board of Public Accountancy) 
Utah (Utah Board of Accountancy) 
Vermont (Board of Public Accountancy) 
Virginia (Virginia Board of Accountancy) 
Washington (Board of Accountancy) 
West Virginia (West Virginia Board of Accountancy) 
Wisconsin (Accounting Examining Board) 
Wyoming (Board of Certified Public Accountants) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://nccpaboard.gov/
https://www.ndsba.nd.gov/
https://acc.ohio.gov/
https://www.ok.gov/oab_web/
https://www.oregon.gov/boa/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/Accountancy/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.statedepartment.pr.gov/juntas-examinadoras/certified-public-accountants
https://dbr.ri.gov/divisions/accountancy/
https://llr.sc.gov/acct/
https://dlr.sd.gov/accountancy/default.aspx
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/accountancy.html
http://www.tsbpa.state.tx.us/
https://dlca.vi.gov/boardcertifications/steps/cparequirements/
https://dopl.utah.gov/cpa/index.html
https://sos.vermont.gov/accountancy/board-meetings-members/
https://boa.virginia.gov/
https://acb.wa.gov/
https://www.boa.wv.gov/
https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/BoardsCouncils/Accounting/Default.aspx
https://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/wyoming-cpa/

