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Mixed Methods Research Proposal
A research proposal is a summary of the main components of your research. Develop a clear picture of the study by outlining what you are going to do, how you are going to do it, and why it is important.
Format the proposal in APA style, including the APA recommended format for headings and subheadings. It is wise to purchase the APA publication manual (reference below):
American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological 
Association 2020: the official guide to APA style (7th ed.). American Psychological Association.

For the mixed methods research proposal, the following sections and subsections are recommended: 
Abstract 
· For a research proposal, an abstract is a concise summary of your work that is generally no longer than 100-200 words. 
· Typically, the content of the abstract for a research proposal includes the purpose, methods, and the scope of the research. It should present more like a research outline than a traditional abstract, and it does not include a critique of the work or a summary of findings. 
· There should be no citations in the abstract.

Introduction
· Description of the Research: Here, you will provide the reader with an orientation to the problem at hand, and a very general description of the means by which you will investigate the phenomenon. 
Summary of Key Literature
· Cite relevant literature illustrating the problem and the need to address it and indicate how the problem relates to the big ideas, theories, and concepts within your discipline. 
Theoretical Framework The presentation of a theoretical framework should include:
· Identification of key concepts in your work
· An evaluation and explanation of theories that are relevant to your work
· A clear illustration of how your research melds with existing research
Research Gap 	
· There are theoretical, empirical, methodological, practical, and knowledge gaps. Given the nature of our programs here in Doctoral Studies at Franklin University, we are most interested in theoretical gaps, whereby existing models and theories are insufficient to explain and address a problem, and in empirical gaps, in which practitioners have yet to make sense of an existing problem well enough to begin to address it. 
Statement of the Problem
· The problem statement represents a documented critical issue affecting individuals, organizations, and other stakeholders.  
Purpose of the Study
· The statement of purpose of the study should flow directly from the problem statement. Upon reading the purpose, the reader should understand why you want to perform this study. There should be mention of a commitment to a particular mixed methods (convergent, explanatory, exploratory, or embedded) design.
Research Questions
· Mixed Methods (“Overarching”) Research Question
· Mixed methods research questions vary by the design type. Specifically:
· Convergent designs use questions inquiring into the extent of confirmation between qualitative and quantitative results.
· Explanatory designs use research questions that explore the generalizability of qualitative findings to the population.
· Exploratory designs use research questions to determine how the qualitative data explains quantitative results.
· Quantitative Research Question
· Null Hypothesis
· Alternative (Research) Hypothesis
· Qualitative Research Question
· Description of the way in which constructs will be captured/measured given the research question 
Conceptual Framework
· A conceptual framework presents your view of the problem you wish to study and should include a visual and written description of the variables and the relationship(s) among those variables.
Design and Methodology 
· Research Design
· Be certain that your choice of design and methods aligns with your research questions. Specify the way in which methods are mixed in the proposed study (e.g., types of research questions, types of sampling procedures, types of data collection procedures, types of data analysis, types of conclusions)
· Variables in the Quantitative Analysis
· Include clear operational definitions of each variable. An operationalized variable consists of the following components: (a) a description of the variable being measured; (b) the measure you will use; and (c) how you plan to interpret the results of that measure.  
· Variables in the Qualitative Analysis
· Include clear operational definitions (“conceptualizations”) of each construct
· Target population, sample, and sampling procedures for both phases 
Quantitative Strand 
· Data Collection Plan and Procedures
· Offer an overview of the procedures used to establish the data collection environments, collect data, and organize documents for analysis.
· Follow with a discussion of how each instrument will be utilized, including who/what interacts with each instrument, the type of data collected, and how the instrument connects to the constructs/variables present in the conceptual framework, research questions, and hypotheses.
· Data Analysis Procedures
· Choose data analysis procedures (i.e., statistical methods) that align with research question(s), data collection methods, and data type
· Reliability and Validity
· Facilities and Equipment/Measurement and Instrumentation
· A facility is the physical location at which you will conduct your proposed study. Instruments are used to collect data from participants and secondary sources. All instruments should appear in an appendix. If you cannot provide instrument(s), then place a paragraph (or two) in an appendix explaining the nature of the instrument(s) you intend to use, and the kinds of data that the instrument(s) will collect. 
Qualitative Strand
· Data Collection Plan and Procedures
· Offer an overview of the procedures used to establish the data collection environments, collect data, and organize documents for analysis.
· Follow with a discussion of how each instrument will be utilized, including who/what interacts with each instrument, the type of data collected, and how the instrument connects to the constructs/variables present in the conceptual framework, research questions, and hypotheses. 
· Data Analysis Procedures
· Choose data analysis procedures that align with research question(s), data collection methods, and data type
· Credibility, Trustworthiness, Rigor, and Accuracy
· Facilities and Equipment/Measurement and Instrumentation 
· A facility is the physical location at which you will conduct your proposed study. Instruments are used to collect data from participants and secondary sources. All instruments should appear in an appendix. If you cannot provide instrument(s), then place a paragraph (or two) in an appendix explaining the nature of the instrument(s) you intend to use, and the kinds of data that the instrument(s) will collect. 
Integration of Quantitative and Qualitative Data
· This is often referred to as “mixing the data.” Mixing can occur during data collection, data analysis, and during interpretation and reporting. 
Assumptions, Limitations, and Delimitations of the Mixed Methods Design that you chose. Recall that:
· Assumptions represent unverified facts, concepts, and perspectives that bring risk or uncertainty to your study;
· Limitations are constraints and weaknesses imposed on the study by entities that are external to the researcher; and.
· Delimitations are: (a) limitations placed on the study by the researcher; (b) the naturally occurring bounds of the study; and (c) choices/bounds allowing the researcher to manage the scope of the study. 
Time Frame 
· It is best to collaborate with your Dissertation Chairperson to establish a realistic timeline for your proposed study. 
Intellectual Merit
· Discuss how this study may bridge gaps (as you have identified them) such that conditions of practice and practices themselves may improve. Speak to the condition of relevant stakeholders who may be impacted by your work. 
Broader Impacts
· Visit https://www.franklin.edu/catalog#/home and identify the program outcomes for your degree program. Choose two outcomes that you believe will be met upon completing your dissertation. Using one paragraph, identify the outcomes and explain how your study will help you realize those outcomes.
References
· These must begin on a “new” page and should be presented using APA 7 format. Journal articles should utilize DOI numbers. 
Appendices
· It is strongly recommended that an Informed Consent Form specific to your study be included among appendices.



